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'OKs fluoride blll

Equnpment costs, beneflts welghed

BY MARK BALLARD
Capitol news- bureau

A House committee Wednes-
day approved- Senate—passed
legislation that would require

¢ most of Louisiana to add fluo-

ride to public water supplies, .
Senate Bilt 312, which passed
the House Health and Welfare

Committee without opposition, -

would require: water systems
with at least 5,000 hook—ups 1o

. estimate how much it ‘would

;- cost_for the necessary ‘equip-
“ment. Once’ money is - found
. through grants and state budget

,:': pound _
..ground water ‘that helps f:ght
. :.toothdecay :

| spending, the systeins would:
i.then be required to.install
. equipment tomxxﬂuonde w1th
' water. :

. -Diomme Rlchardson the state
. dental director, said she hopes

that the: legmlatmn would lead

1 to75 percent of the state’s pop-
1. ulation’ having access to fluori-
1..dated water, About 67 percent
| of the state’s population drinks
-} Water: that"has no ﬂuorlde
‘ .--‘-added.i G

“Fluoride is a chemical com-
found - naturally in

~Adding'it to.the public water

.'--Squlyihas been the source of -
i ;much-controversy over the past

haif century, including claims

i in the 19505 by the right-wing

John' Birch: Society' that the idea

' | was inspired by communists. -

‘Opponents these days: ques-

' tion. tests and point to instances
! in:.which - equipment - failed,

causing -people 1o mgest too
much fluoride. - -
" Fluoride ‘Action Network a

. | nonprofit organization basedin
1 Canton; N.Y. , argues inits liter-

ature that fluonde 15 most. ef-

‘fective when used topically, as
: in toothpaste, and that there is
'ewdence that ‘shows the 'sys-

intake of : fhaoride- has
,k_ed toriskof; bo;le fxfac-

t10n lowered intelligence,

.arthritic-like conditions, and it

can pit the enamel on teeth
Nobody testified in opposmon

to the legislation ini: the House

committee, It passed out of the

. Senate May. 6 without a no vote

being cast. 1t next goes to the
House floor for consideration.
SB312 was amended 1o allow
local communities to vote on
opting out of the mandate if 15
percent of the community sxgns,

-a petition. -

. “Historically, it has been very
-controversial,” said - Ward
Blackwell; -executive director
of the Louisiana Dental Associ-
ation. “But for the most part we
have not run into sxgmfxcant op-
position on safetyissues. We've
heard about economic issues
but not safety issues.” :

For instance, unlike New Or-
leans, which gets' its ‘drinking’
water from one intake on the
MJSSlSSIpm River, Baton Rouge
gets its water from an under-
ground aquifer using about 50
wells and therefore wouldneed -
a lot‘mére equipment, he said.
‘That increases the costs 31gn1f .
icantly, Blackwell said. -

The average cost for a com-
munity to fluoridate its water is
estimated to' range from S50
centsa year per person in large
communities to $3 a year per
_person in small communities,
according to a study by the Cen-
ters for' Disease Control and
Prevention, called CDC.

_Reviewing Medicaid statis-
tics, the state Department of
Health and Hospitals deter-
mined that preschool children
not using fluoridated water cost
taxpayers $36.28 more for med-

ical and dental care than chil-

dren who did drink the treated
water. 'Those children. were
three times more. hkely to re-.
ceive dental treatment in a hos-

pital than cluldren usmg ﬂuo—

T

ride... ..




